
 

                            Fifth Grade 2019 Summer List 

 

 

 

Dear Student, 

Please read two books this summer, one that you choose and one from this list. Write a 

short reflection on each book for the first week of school, the reflection should answer 

the following questions: 

 

● Who are the main characters of the story? How would you describe them? What 

challenges do they face? 

● Where and when does the story take place? Is it a place you would like to visit or 

to live? Why? 

● What is your favorite scene in the book, why? 

●  How does the story end, do you agree with how the author wrote the ending? 

Why or why not? 

● Would you recommend the book to me or a friend, why should or shouldn’t we 

read the book? 

 

I recommend that students read for 20 minutes each night. Please let me know if 

you have any questions. My email is lspiegler@iane.org 

 

Have a great summer! 

Ms Laura Spiegler 

 

 

 

Matilda 

by Roald Dahl 

Matilda Wormwood started reading books at the age of four, but her crooked father and 

bingo-playing mother regard book reading as a waste of time -- and much prefer 

watching TV. In fact, they take no notice of their genius daughter at all! Only Miss 

Honey, Matilda's lovely and gentle teacher, recognizes her special gifts.  

 

From the Mixed-up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler 

by E. L. Konigsburg 

The story of the unappreciated Claudia Kincaid,who runs away with her little brother 

Jamie to live in the Metropolitan Museum, it's a grand adventure. It is the story of 

Claudia's quest to define herself, her own resourcefulness,  a statue that may or may 

not be by Michelangelo; a brother who proves to be a fabulous ally; and the wise, prickly 

Mrs. Frankweiler herself. 
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The Wind in the Willows 
By Kenneth Grahame 
Meet little Mole, willful Ratty, Badger the perennial bachelor, and petulant Toad. Over 

one hundred years since their first appearance in 1908, The Wind in the Willows is a 

timeless tale of animal cunning and human camaraderie. 

Hatchet 

by Gary Paulsen 

Brian is on his way to Canada to visit his estranged father when the pilot of his small 

prop plane suffers a heart attack. Brian is forced to crash-land the plane in a lake--and 

finds himself stranded in the remote Canadian wilderness with only his clothing and the 

hatchet his mother gave him as a present before his departure.  

 

The City of Ember  

by  Jeanne DuPrau 

Many hundreds of years ago, the city of Ember was created by the Builders to contain 

everything needed for human survival. It worked, but now the storerooms are almost out 

of food, crops are blighted, corruption is spreading through the city and worst of all—the 

lights are failing. Soon Ember could be engulfed by darkness. 

 

Harriet the Spy  

by Louise Fitzhugh 

Harriet M. Welsch is a spy. She's staked out a spy route, and she writes down 

everything about everyone she sees - including her classmates and her best friends - in 

her notebook. 

 

Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing 
by Judy Blume  
Life with his little brother, Fudge, makes Peter Hatcher feel like a fourth grade nothing. 

Whether Fudge is throwing a temper tantrum in a shoe store, smearing mashed 

potatoes on the walls at Hamburger Heaven, or trying to fly, he’s never far from trouble. 

He’s an almost three-year-old terror who gets away with everything, and Peter’s had it 

up to here! When Fudge walks off with Dribble, Peter’s pet turtle, it’s the last straw. 
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Peter has put up with Fudge for too long. Way too long! How can he get his parents to 

pay attention to him for a change? 

 

The Secret Garden 

by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

Mary is given to the care of her uncle Archibald Craven, whom she has never met. She 

travels to his home, Misselthwaite Manor located in the gloomy Yorkshire.  When she 

arrives, she is a rude, stubborn and given to stormy temper tantrums. Mary discovers a 

charming walled garden which is always kept locked. The mystery deepens when she 

hears sounds of sobbing from somewhere within her uncle's vast mansion.  

 

Wonder 

by R.J. Palacio 

I won’t describe what I look like. Whatever you’re thinking, it’s probably worse.  

August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him 

from going to a mainstream school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants 

nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new classmates can’t get 

past Auggie’s extraordinary face. 

 

Bud, Not Buddy 

by  Christopher Paul Curtis 

It's 1936, in Flint, Michigan. Times may be hard, and ten-year-old Bud may be a 

motherless boy on the run, but Bud's got a few things going for him: 

He has his own suitcase full of special things.He's the author of Bud Caldwell's Rules 

and Things for Having a Funner Life and Making a Better Liar Out of Yourself. 

 

Maniac Magee 

by  Jerry Spinelli 

Jeffrey Lionel "Maniac" Magee might have lived a normal life if a freak accident hadn't made him an orphan. 

After living with his unhappy and uptight aunt and uncle for eight years, he decides to run--and not just run 

away, but run. This is where the myth of Maniac Magee begins, as he changes the lives of a racially divided 

small town with his amazing and legendary feats. 
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Esperanza Rising 

by Pam Muñoz Ryan 

Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always have fancy 

dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and Mama to flee to 

California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican farm workers. Esperanza isn't 

ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance she now faces. When their new life is 

threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, 

depend on it.  

 

The Bad Beginning 

A Series of Unfortunate Events #1 

by  Lemony Snicket  

Dear Reader, 

I'm sorry to say that the book you are holding in your hands is extremely unpleasant. It tells an unhappy tale 

about three very unlucky children. Even though they are charming and clever, the Baudelaire siblings lead 

lives filled with misery and woe. From the very first page of this book when the children are at the beach and 

receive terrible news, continuing on through the entire story, disaster lurks at their heels. One might say they 

are magnets for misfortune. 

 

No Talking 

by  Andrew Clements 

The fifth-grade girls and the fifth-grade boys at Laketon Elementary don't get along very well. But the real 

problem is that these kids are loud and disorderly. That's why the principal uses her red plastic bullhorn. A 

lot.  

Then one day Dave Packer, a certified loudmouth, bumps into an idea -- a big one that makes him try to keep 

quiet for a whole day. But what does Dave hear during lunch? A girl, Lynsey Burgess, jabbering away. So Dave 

breaks his silence and lobs an insult. And those words spark a contest: Which team can say the fewest words 

during two whole days? And it's the boys against the girls.  
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