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2019 Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grade 6 
 

Choose at least two titles from this list and be prepared to share your favorite one in English class in September. Most of these books 

are available at your public library, in paperback editions in bookstores, or digitally for downloading on e-readers. Books with Muslim 

themes/characters are included in the list. 

 

 The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman 
Newbery Medal, 2009 

Nobody Owens would be completely normal if he 

didn't live in a sprawling graveyard, being raised by 

ghosts and werewolves. This chilling tale chronicles 

the adventures of Nobody as he faces the wonders 

and terrors of the worlds of both the living and the 

dead. 
 

 City of Ember – Jeanne duPrau 

In the city of Ember, twelve-year-old Lina trades 

jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to 

new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps 

event to glimpse Unknown Regions. Start of a 

series. 
 

 Woodsrunner – Gary Paulsen 

From his 1776 Pennsylvania homestead, thirteen-

year-old Samuel sets out toward New York City to 

rescue his parents from the band of British soldiers 

and Indians who kidnapped them after slaughtering 

most of their community. 
 

 The London Eye Mystery – Siobhan Dowd 

When Salim doesn’t come back from his ride on the 

London Eye, his cousins Ted and Kat turn to the 

authorities for help, but when they offer no viable 

suggestions, the two use their sleuthing skills to 

figure out what actually happened. 

 

 The Westing Game – Ellen Raskin 
Newbery Medal, 1979 

The mysterious death of eccentric millionaire Sam 

Westing brings together an unlikely assortment of 

heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his 

death before they can claim their inheritance. 

 

 A Wrinkle in Time – Madeleine L’Engle 
Newbery Medal, 1963 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with 

unearthly strangers and a search for Meg’s father, 

who has disappeared while engaged in secret work 

for the government. 

 

 Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy – Gary D. 

Schmidt 
Newbery Honor Book, 2005,  Printz Honor Book, 2005 

In 1911, Turner Buckminster hates his new home of 

Phippsburg, Maine, but things improve when he 

meets Lizzie Bright Griffin, a girl from a poor, 

nearby island community founded by former slaves. 

Can Turner do anything to stop developers from 

making a shady deal to push Lizzie and her people 

off their island home? 

 

 Found – Margaret Peterson Haddix 

When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are 

both adopted, learn they were discovered on a plane 

that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no 

adults on board, they realize that they have 

uncovered a mystery involving time travel and two 

opposing forces, each trying to repair the fabric of 

time. Start of “The Missing” Series. 

 

 The Dark is Rising – Susan Cooper 
Newbery Honor Book, 1974 

On his eleventh birthday, Will Stanton discovers that 

he is the last of the Old Ones, destined to seek the 

six magical Signs that will enable the Old Ones to 

triumph over the evil forces of the Dark. 
 

 Rules – Cynthia Lord 
Newbery Honor Book, 2007 

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve 

year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but 

her world is further complicated by a friendship with 

a young paraplegic boy. 

 

 The Egypt Game – Zilpha Keatley Snyder 
Newbery Honor Book, 1968 

An unlikely group of children, entranced by the 

mysteries of the pharaohs, plays an elaborate game 

of make-believe in their own Egypt. They are visited 

by a secret oracle and become involved in a murder 

mystery. 
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 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea – Jules Verne 

A French professor and his two companions sail 

above and below the world’s oceans as prisoners on 

the fabulous electric submarine of the deranged 

Captain Nemo. 
 

 A Little Piece of Ground – Elizabeth Laird 

This book explores the human cost of the occupation 

of Palestinian lands through the eyes of a young boy. 

Twelve-year-old Karim Aboudi and his family are 

trapped in their Ramallah home by a strict curfew. In 

this city there’s constant danger, even for 

schoolboys. And when Israeli soldiers find Karim 

outside during the next curfew, it seems impossible 

that he will survive. 

 Schooled – Gordon Korman  

Homeschooled by his hippie grandmother, 

Capricorn (Cap) Anderson has never watched 

television, tasted a pizza, or even heard of a wedgie. 

But when his grandmother lands in the hospital, Cap 

is forced to move in with a school counselor and 

attend the local middle school. While Cap knows a 

lot about tie-dyeing and Zen Buddhism, no 

education could prepare him for the politics of 

public school. 

 

 Holes – Louis Sachar 

"If you take a bad boy and make him dig a hole 

every day in the hot sun, it will turn him into a good 

boy." is motto for Camp Greenlake. Stanley runs 

away to find pal Zero. Their journey to freedom 

becomes a battle with hunger, thirst and heat in the 

shadow of Big Thumb. The mountain is entwined in 

the Yelnatz's unlucky history. To get there means 

salvation. 

 

 Dear Mr. Henshaw – Paul O. Camelot  

After his parents separate, Leigh Botts moves to a 

new town with his mother. Struggling to make 

friends and deal with his anger toward his absent 

father, Leigh loses himself in a class assignment in 

which he must write to his favorite author. When 

Mr. Henshaw responds, the two form an unexpected 

friendship that will change Leigh's life forever. 

 

 

 

 Anne of Green Gables – LM Montgomery  

Beloved novel tells the story of 11-year-old Anne 

Shirley, an endearingly talkative and precocious 

orphan who comes to live on a farm on Canada's 

Prince Edward Island. 

 

NEW FOR 2019 

 The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett 

When orphaned Mary Lennox comes to live at her 

uncle's great house on the Yorkshire Moors, she 

finds it full of secrets. The mansion has nearly one 

hundred rooms, and her uncle keeps himself locked 

up. And at night, she hears the sound of crying down 

one of the long corridors. The gardens surrounding 

the large property are Mary's only escape. Then, 

Mary discovers a secret garden, surrounded by walls 

and locked with a missing key. 

 

 Amina's Voice – Umm Zakiyya 

Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. 

She is happy just hanging out with her best friend, 

Soojin. Except now that she’s in middle school 

everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly 

hanging out with Emily, one of the “cool” girls in 

the class, and even talking about changing her name 

to something more “American.” Does Amina need to 

start changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? 

While Amina grapples with these questions, she is 

devastated when her local mosque is vandalized.  

 

 The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind  – William 

Kamkwamba 

When a terrible drought struck William 

Kamkwamba's tiny village in Malawi, his family lost 

all of the season's crops, leaving them with nothing 

to eat and nothing to sell. William began to explore 

science books in his village library, looking for a 

solution. There, he came up with the idea that would 

change his family's life forever: he could build a 

windmill. Made out of scrap metal and old bicycle 

parts, William's windmill brought electricity to his 

home and helped his family pump the water they 

needed to farm the land. 
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Summer Reading/Assignment 

 

This summer you are expected to read TWO books from the Grade list you will be entering. You are 

encouraged to read much more than this! Please see additional suggestions on the “Supplemental Book 

List for Eager Readers.”   

Assignment due the first week of school: Upon finishing your books, write a response to one of the 

books. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I REPEAT. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I want your opinion of the 

book with at least 3 specific scenes or examples to show why you feel the way you do. If you like a 

particular scene, describe it and say why you like it. If you did not like the book, describe why through 3 

examples.  

Your response must: 

1. Be at least 1-2 pages, double-spaced 
2. Times New Roman, 12 
3. Include at least 3 examples from the book to support your opinion 
4. Include page numbers for the scenes used 
 

Do not wait until the day before school starts to do this. Your assignment will be best if written right or 

soon after you finish the book! We will likely be doing a different project on your second summer reading 

book. 

See you August 26, 2019!

 

 

 

 

 


