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2019 Summer Reading List for Students Entering Grade 10 
 

Choose at least two titles from this list and be prepared to share your favorite one in English class in September. Most of these books 

are available at your public library, in paperback editions in bookstores, or digitally for downloading on e-readers. Books with Muslim 

themes/characters are included at the end of the list. 

 

 The Knife of Never Letting Go Patrick Ness  

Settlers on Todd’s planet are infected with a 

virus that kills all the women and causes 

survivors to hear the thoughts of men and 

animals. This coming-of-age survival story 

reveals the psychological impact of being unable 

to shut out other people’s thoughts or to hide 

one’s own thoughts.  

 

 In Defense of Food: An Eater’s Manifesto 

Michael Pollan  

The author challenges current approaches to 

healthy eating, arguing that the real food 

consumed by past generations is being replaced 

with commercialized, scientifically altered foods 

that offer no health benefits and may cause 

serious damage.  

 

 True Grit Charles Portis  

With a supersized ration of audacity and her 

papa's pistol tied to her saddle horn, fourteen-

year-old Mattie Ross sets out to avenge her 

father's murder.  

 

 The Forest of Hands and Teeth Carrie Ryan  

Through twists and turns of fate, orphaned Mary 

seeks knowledge of life, love, and especially 

what lies beyond her walled village and the 

surrounding forest, where dwell the 

Unconsecrated, aggressive flesh-eating people 

who were once dead.  

 

 Cannery Row John Steinbeck  

The antics of Steinbeck’s down-at-heel misfit 

characters bring mirth and sensitivity to a 

rollicking good read.  

 

 Slaughterhouse-Five Kurt Vonnegut  

After surviving the bombing of Dresden in 

World War II, Billy Pilgrim returns to civilian 

life and has a successful career until he is 

kidnapped by aliens and displayed in a zoo on 

the planet of Tralfamadore.  

 Variant Robinson Wells  

Benson Fisher hopes for a brighter future after 

being accepted to Maxfield Academy. Shortly 

after arriving, he realizes that the school is more 

like a prison because it is run by teens of various 

warring factions. No one ever escapes, but they 

do disappear.  

 

 The Catcher in the Rye JD Salinger 

The hero-narrator of THE CATCHER IN THE 

RYE is an ancient child of sixteen, a native New 

Yorker named Holden Caulfield. Through 

circumstances that tend to preclude adult, 

secondhand description, he leaves his prep 

school in Pennsylvania and goes underground in 

New York City for three days. 

 

 Dracula – Bram Stoker 

This hypnotic tale of the bloodthirsty Count 

Dracula, whose nocturnal atrocities symbolize 

an evil both ages old and new, endures as the 

quintessential story of suspense and horror. 

 

 Native Son Richard Wright  

A young African American man is trapped in the 

poverty-stricken ghetto of Chicago's South Side, 

finding release only in acts of violence. 

 

 Paper Towns – John Green 

When Margo Roth Spiegelman beckons Quentin 

Jacobsen in the middle of the night—dressed 

like a ninja and plotting an ingenious campaign 

of revenge—he follows her. Margo’s always 

planned extravagantly, and, until now, she’s 

always planned solo. After a lifetime of loving 

Margo from afar, things are finally looking up 

for Q . . . until day breaks and she has vanished. 

Always an enigma, Margo has now become a 

mystery. But there are clues. And they’re for Q. 

 

 A Long Way Gone – Ishmael Beah  

A former boy soldier escapes the horrors of the 

war in Sierra Leone. 
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 The Namesake – Jhumpa Lahiri  

Gogol Ganguli, son of parents in a traditional 

arranged Indian marriage, tries to define himself 

in his new home and changing lifestyle in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

 

 The Fishermen – Chigozie Obiamo  

The story of Cain and Abel is retold through the 

eyes of a 9-year-old boy in a Nigerian village. 

 

 Zeitoun – Dave Eggers 

The true story of one family, caught between 

America’s two biggest policy disasters: the war 

on terror and the response to Hurricane Katrina. 

Told with eloquence and compassion, Zeitoun is 

a riveting account of one family’s unthinkable 

struggle with forces beyond wind and water.  

 

 Butterfly Mosque – G. Willow Wilson 

Inspired by her experience during a college 

Islamic Studies course, Wilson, who was raised 

an atheist, decides to risk everything to convert 

to Islam and embark on a fated journey across 

continents and into an uncertain future. She 

settles in Cairo, where she attempts to submerge 

herself in a culture based on her adopted religion 

and where she meets Omar, a man with a mild 

resentment of the Western influences in his 

homeland.  

 

 Lyrics Alley – Leila Aboulela 

Lyrics Alley is the evocative story of an affluent 

Sudanese family shaken by the shifting powers 

in their country and the near-tragedy that 

threatens the legacy they've built for decades. 

Moving from Sudanese alleys to cosmopolitan 

Cairo and a decimated postcolonial Britain, this 

sweeping tale of desire, loss, despair, and 

reconciliation is one of the most accomplished 

portraits ever written about Sudanese society at 

the time of independence. 

 

 Jane Eyre – Charlotte Bronte 

In early 19th century England, an orphaned 

young woman accepts employment as a 

governess and soon finds herself in love with her 

employer who has a terrible secret. 

 

 Out of Nowhere – Maria Padian 

A Maine town is turned upside down when a 

Somali immigrant—and a soccer star—arrives to 

challenge everyone’s assumptions. 

 

 

NEW FOR 2019 

 Autobiography of Malcolm X – Alex Haley 

In the searing pages of this classic autobiography 

that has led countless people to convert to Islam, 

Malcolm X, the Muslim leader, firebrand, and anti-

integrationist, tells the extraordinary story of his life 

and the growth of the Black Muslim movement. His 

fascinating perspective on the lies and limitations of 

the American Dream, and the inherent racism in a 

society that denies its nonwhite citizens the 

opportunity to dream, gives extraordinary insight 

into the most urgent issues of our own time. It is 

essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand America. 

 

 Bad Blood: Secrets and Lies in a Silicon Valley 

Startup – John Carreyou  

In 2014, Theranos founder and CEO Elizabeth 

Holmes was widely seen as the female Steve Jobs: a 

brilliant Stanford dropout whose startup “unicorn” 

promised to revolutionize the medical industry with 

a machine that would make blood testing 

significantly faster and easier. There was just one 

problem: The technology didn’t work. A riveting 

story of the biggest corporate fraud since Enron, a 

tale of ambition and hubris set amid the bold 

promises of Silicon Valley. 

 

 Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the 

unlikely friendship between a wealthy boy and the 

son of his father’s servant, caught in the tragic sweep 

of history, The Kite Runner transports readers to 

Afghanistan at a tense and crucial moment of change 

and destruction. A powerful story of friendship, it is 

also about the power of reading, the price of 

betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an 

exploration of the power of fathers over sons—their 

love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 

 The Hate U Give – Angie Thomas 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two 

worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and 

the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The 

uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered 

when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her 

childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police 

officer. Soon afterward, his death is a national 

headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a 

drug dealer and a gangbanger. Some cops and the 

local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. 

What everyone wants to know is: what really went 

down that night? And the only person alive who can 

answer that is Starr. 
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Summer Reading/Assignment 

 

This summer you are expected to read TWO books from the Grade list you will be entering.  
 
Assignment due the first week of school: Upon finishing your books, write a response to one 
of the books. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I REPEAT. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY. I want your 
opinion of the book with at least 3 specific scenes or examples to show why you feel the way 
you do. If you like a particular scene, describe it and say why you like it. If you did not like the 
book, describe why through 3 examples.  
 
Your response must: 
1. Be at least 2-3 pages, double-spaced 
2. Times New Roman, 12 
3. Include at least 3 examples from the book to support your opinion 
4. Include page numbers for the scenes used 
 
Do not wait until the day before school starts to do this. Your assignment will be best if written 
right or soon after you finish the book! We will likely be doing a different project on your second 
summer reading book. 
 
See you August 26, 2019! 

 


